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I am pleased to report on the work of the Australian Cranio-Maxillo Facial Foundation 
(Craniofacial Australia) for the year 2015/16. 

Once again, the Foundation has enjoyed a successful year in raising funds in an 
uncertain fiscal environment and finished the financial year with a surplus of 
$1,106,980.00. Such an excellent result has enabled the Foundation to meet its charter 
to support the Australian Craniofacial Unit (ACFU) with significant increases in 
spending in the areas of: 

• research; 
• support for patients and their families; 
• supply of nylon patient skull models; 
• purchase of specialty surgical equipment and equipment for the Kate Hill 

Ward (based at the Women’s and Children’s Hospital and 
• funding of overseas teaching clinics.  

The Foundation has succeeded in increasing its financial assistance in these target 
areas. 

This year Australian Craniofacial Unit has continued its achievements in training and 
patient care overseas.  This year we have conducted clinics and teaching in Bali, 
Surabaya and Manado. 

This year also marked the 40th Anniversary of the Australian Craniofacial Unit.  Since 
our first patient nine-year-old boy Jean Yves Ali Mohamed, with Pfeiffer syndrome to 
the 18,000 plus since, I am proud to have witnessed the transformation of the unit 
since its early days.  One thing however, has not changed and that is our 
Multidisciplinary team approach to the care of our patients.   We look forward with 
vision to the next chapter, which we hope will incorporate a feasibility review into 
setting up our own specialist unit that allows us to consult and accommodate our own 
patients here in South Australia. 

This year we have taken a collaborative approach to fundraising.  With the 
engagement of a full time dedicated Manager of Sponsorship, PR & Events.  The efforts 
of our fundraising committee have helped ensure that we have had a successful year, 
and in the process expanded our profile and increased our demographic of supporters, 
providing a positive outlook for the future.   

The strategy this year undertaken was to increase the foundation’s profile to a new 
demographic and this consisted of small changes to our events platform.  Some of the 
long held events have been overhauled to ensure freshness, creativity and we were 
able to introduce a new audience to our database and increase financial interest from 
sponsors into the future.  Our newsletter has a new corporate look and our website 
and social media platforms have been overhauled to compliment the events portfolio.   

President’s Report 
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There is 1 charity for every 425 people in Australia and this means that the charity 
dollar is becoming more difficult to secure.  Our ongoing focus will be on providing a 
balanced PR and Fundraising combination into 2017. 

I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful support of the service clubs namely 
Apex, Lions, Rotary, Probus and Kiwanis for their ongoing commitment to ACMFF. This 
support is a result of Ambassador Andrea Ogier and staff members Bronwyn Chant 
and Bob Snewin attending many meetings around the state with wonderful groups of 
committed people and presenting updates to the meetings on the ACMFF activities as 
well as the work of the Craniofacial Unit.   For 2017 we will also be focusing on 
increasing our Public Speaking presentations into the Corporate Sector.     

Thanks to our other Ambassadors Sharon Forrester-Jones, Andrea Ogier, Amelia 
Digance, Annabel Digance MP.  I also acknowledge our Ambassadors Isobel Redmond 
and Annabel Digance for their continued support. 

The Board of ACMFF meets monthly and I acknowledge the contribution of each 
individual board member; our Treasurer Claire Milne, David McLeod for legal counsel, 
Nicholas Pyne for financial advice, Surgeon Walter Flapper and Professor Peter 
Anderson, research department.   

2015/16 has seen a number of our staff record 10 years with Craniofacial Australia.  I 
would like to express my gratitude for your commitment to the foundation.  We may 
have a small office team; however, they all provide a strong team effort and ensure 
smooth operation.   

Finally I express my personal thanks and appreciation to the very large number of 
people who make up our “Craniofacial family” – our dedicated board members; the 
fundraising committee members, the staffs of both the Foundation and the Unit and of 
course the growing number of volunteers, sponsors, constant donors and supporters 
nationally who make our programs a reality. 

Professor D. J. David AC 

President, Australian Cranio-Maxillo Facial Foundation 
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 Our bequests this year have exceeded forecasts and in the Year 2015/16, Craniofacial 
Australia received $1,293,567.00, including a number of bequests from generous 
benefactors. 

This year our Sponsorship agreement with Synthes Australia (now DePuy Synthes) 
expired.  DePuy Synthes now only provide funding for specific medical requests.  In 
this current economic climate, the fight for the sponsorship dollar has become very 
competitive.  With this in mind, we have expanded our drive into areas that are not 
only medical based but also the general corporate sector. \ 

In doing so, we are pleased to report securing a Platinum Sponsorship agreement with 
Refined Real Estate.  This is an exciting time for the foundation as we are now 
negotiating with several large Corporate Sponsors for 2017/18.  Now more than ever 
it is imperative that we expand our demographic to ensure ongoing sponsorship for 
much needed funding for projects in the future. 

Once again we gratefully acknowledge funding from the Australian Executor Trustees 
Discretionary Charitable Trust and the Apex Foundation. 

Throughout the year, the Foundation gratefully received donations from various 
service clubs, including Rotary, Lions and Probus. We have increased the number of 
small businesses that lend support-in-kind to the ACMFF for our fundraising activities 
and we greatly appreciate this generosity. 

Community support remained strong throughout the year with sustained 
contributions from the public and from loyal regular supporters as well as new 
supporter’s thanks in part to the updated Newsletter Format.  

In the last year, ACMFF continued funding research for Craniosynostosis and 
commenced funding a new piece of research about Metopic Synostosis, with grant 
money from the Greatorex Foundation and APEX.  Mr. Walter Flapper is in charge of 
the project. 

Bequest Program 

Research 

Sponsorship, Grants & Donations  
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During 2016/17, ACMFF is aiming to fund a 12-month qualitative research study 
investigating the mental health and quality of life outcomes for children, adolescents 
and young adults with unoperated Metopic Suture Synostosis. 

Initial cost of this project, including testing, assessment and analysis and reporting 
findings is $44,000. 

In keeping with its multidisciplinary, holistic and best practice approach to treatment 
of children with craniofacial conditions we have a unique opportunity to investigate 
the: 

• cognitive (attention, IQ, executive functions); 
• mental health (depression, anxiety, stress, appearance related concerns); and 
• quality of life outcomes for adolescents and young adults with this condition.  

The assessments and reporting will be carried out in conjunction with the school of 
psychology, University of Adelaide. 

Craniofacial Australia sent a medical team to Indonesia to conduct patient outreach 
clinics and teaching lectures to our Indonesian Colleagues in Bali, Surabaya and 
Manado.  Our volunteer medical team consisting of Dr Walter Flapper, Dr Ben Grave 
and Nurse Catherine Cross have all given up 2 weeks out of their busy schedules to 
support the program.  First stop, Yayasan Senyum Bali (The Smile Foundation of Bali) 
for a craniofacial patient clinic, In Surabaya, the team was invited to give a lecture to 
the medical students in the Department of Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery at the 
Airlangga University School of Medicine/Dr Soetomo Hospital.  This was followed by a 
teaching patient clinic. Our team also visited Manado, where 4 intense days 
conducting lectures, patient clinics and observing live surgery, all in aid of transferring 
knowledge.  

In this financial year, Craniofacial Australia again provided support for ACFU patients 
and families in need through providing fares, accommodation and/or living expenses 
while in recovery. Such support is determined on a case by case basis.  Funding also 
included new equipment and supplies for patients at Kate Hill Ward. 

Some of the recent items included: 

• breast pump which allows mums to express milk so that post -operative 
babies can feed.    

• nine  (9) Nylon skull models that medical staff use to plan surgery.  

International Program  

Patient Support  
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• four (4) recliner chairs which enable parents to hold their child sooner post 
operatively allowing more comfort & a place to sleep by their child’s side.  

In addition, the Foundation keeps Kate Hill Ward in supply of decorative/comfortable 
arm splints to assist in the post-operative healing and soft spoons, so that patients can 
begin eating without risk of damaging fragile operative sites. 

Our fundraising platforms continue to expand and this year we have focused on 
utilising our Ambassadors to host their own events on our behalf.  We have a number 
of patients and supporters keen to conduct their own events with proceeds donated to 
the foundation.  A number of corporate employees have this year selected our 
foundation as their charity of choice with funding being allocated from their wages on 
a regular basis. Some of the projects this year : 

• Harry’s Trek – Harry Vidal and his horses trekked over 1500kms and raised 
$20,000.  Harry’s trek increases the foundation profile to an audience of over 
100,000 worldwide thanks to the video on social media. 

• Cinema Club six times in the year at the Piccadilly & Mitcham Cinemas – a 
loyal following 

• Charity Race Day Event in the Chairman’s Room at Morphettville Racecourse 
this year gained new supporters helping increase awareness of the 
foundation. 

• Craniofacial Australia Long Lunch - Adelaide Cup Luncheon, Tapestry Pavilion, 
SAJC Morphettville 2017 will see a revamped version. 

• PR & Charity Event, Derby Day – SAJC Morphettville 200 guests with high 
profile sponsors Tiffany & Co, Moet Chandon, BMW, Liza Emmanuelle & Yve St 
Laurent.  This event has been re-scheduled to October 2017 to suit the VRC 
racing calendar and will enjoy full support and marketing with SAJC. 

Our CEO Bob Snewin and Corporate & Community Relations Manager, Bronwyn Chant, 
are in demand speakers for community groups about the work of Craniofacial 
Australia and the Craniofacial Unit.  

We partnered with the Association of Financial Planners Foundation (AFA) at their 
2016 SA Roadshow, where Bob Snewin was guest speaker and funds raised exceeded 
$3,800.00.  

Ambassador Andrea Ogier has continued to increase her speaking engagements with 
solid donations from those who attend. 

Fundraising & Events  

Communications  
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Our newsletter has a new fresh corporate look and has increased in size to allow for 
Sponsorship recognition as well as room for patients stories, research updates and up 
to the minute information on what is happening at Craniofacial Australia.   

Bequest advertising has also been revised and placement of advertisements has been 
chosen to ensure all demographics are being covered.  Positive feedback from the 
publications themselves will ensure continued success of our bequest programme. 

Our social media platforms have been updated and expanded and we have seen 
significant increases in traffic to these sites.  Our website has been updated also and 
now includes downloaded information for volunteers, patient feedback, photographic 
consents and much more.  It is user friendly and allows updates to be done in house. 

Every great charity has a strong contingent of volunteers. We now have a Volunteer 
Manager (Maxine Farrows, a volunteer herself) who has been working closely with the 
events team to ensure that we have the resources to staff these areas.  An increase in 
interest from the general public as well as Education and Tafe students have helped us 
secure the best possible volunteers to suit specific events and roles. 

Volunteers  
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The Australian Cranio-Maxillo Facial Foundation (Craniofacial Australia) 
encourages and supports: 

• The development and provision of patient diagnostic & treatment
services that are appropriate & accessible worldwide to people suffering
from craniofacial deformities & injuries

• Associated research and teaching activities
• Associated health systems development

The Australian Craniofacial Unit (ACFU) and Australian Cranio-Maxillo Facial 
Foundation (ACMFF) led by Professor David are committed to a vision of 
excellence and seek to educate and empower patients and families alike with 
world class care, treatment and facilities. 

The Australian Cranio-Maxillo Facial Foundation (ACMFF) values people.  We are 
committed to act in ways that protect the dignity, uniqueness and intrinsic 
worth of every person. These core values are mirrored in our approach to 
handling personal information and data. 

The ACMFF will ensure that all applicable legislation and industry guidelines are 
adhered to in relation to handling of personal information.  

ACMFF Policies document outlines policies relating to data collection, handling 
and security; child protection; code of conduct; complaints procedures; use of 
identifying images, and; the development, funding and implementation of 
offshore projects. 

Mission Statement 

Objective 

Our Policies 
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